
Foreign Agricultural Service

GAIN Report
Global  Agriculture  Information  Network

Voluntary Report - public distribution Date: 6/29/2001

GAIN Report #BE1025

Belgium-Luxembourg

Sanitary/Phytosanitary/Food Safety

Quality and Traceability Concerns Spread to

Vegetable Producers Chain

2001

Approved by:
Phil A. Letarte
U.S. Embassy
Prepared by:
Yvan Polet

Report Highlights: 
Market competition and liability concerns have pushed Belgian vegetable processors
to create a new quality and traceability system.  A non-profit organization will
organize and monitor the system.

Includes PSD changes: No
Includes Trade Matrix: No

Unscheduled Report
The Hague [NL1], BE



GAIN Report #BE1025 Page 1 of  2

UNCLASSIFIED Foreign Agricultural Service/USDA

Creation of a vegetable quality control system 

Led by demands from UK retailers for more quality, assurances, the Belgian Federation of Vegetable
Trading and Processing Companies (VeGeBe) and other agricultural organizations have set up a ‘Quality
and Food Safety System.  Most VeGeBe member companies are involved in the project.  The project was
initiated from meetings of the ‘Vegetable Coordination Commission’, the arbitrage body consisting of
members of VeGeBe, two farm unions, the Boerenbond (BB) and the Algemeen Boerensyndicaat (ABS),
and the province of West-Flanders research institute, Provinciaal Onderzoekscentrum voor Land- en
Tuinbouw (POVLT) te Beitem-Roeselare.

Competition and liability concerns

The Belgian frozen vegetable production values almost $ 500 million of which about 80 percent is
exported.   Major vegetables are peas, beans, carrota, cauliflower , brussels sprout and spinach.

Before the ‘Quality and Food safety’ project, all vegetable processors contracted individually with
farmers for vegetable production and each contract had different specifications.  The Belgian vegetable
sector  felt the need to improve its quality system, especially to meet competition in the UK market.  
Recent EU and Belgian food safety problems, the implementation of  ISO 9000 quality certification
systems along with HACCP by the food industry, and the extension of product liability of EU regulation
1985/374/EG to the agricultural sector in 1999 (and its implementation in Belgian law in December
2000) further motivated the food processors to improve quality.

Goals and means

For the joint initiative between competitors to be successful, monitoring by an independent organization
was deemed essential.  The non-profit Center for Quality Control (‘Centrum voor Kwaliteitscontrole’ or
CKC) was created at POVLT and takes advantage of the POLVT’s research experience and
infrastructure.  For liability reasons, it was decided that a whole chain approach with thorough
traceability would result in the most efficient quality control system.  All members of the chain (farmers,
agricultural contractors, traders, processors, and distributors) are integrated from 2001 on.  All businesses
in the chain will keep records of all production steps, so problems can be traced back from any stage of
the product’s life. 

VeGeBe developed a standard form for all member processors.  A completed copy of the form is
submitted to CKC and to the processors 48 hours before the harvest or delivery of the vegetables. 
Processors can use their existing recording system which is part of the company’s ISO system or HACCP
plan.  The CKC database maintains all the data on farmers, production field and processed batches and
CKC will regularly audit the farmers and processors to update their certificates.  Random sampling and
testing of all the chain links are included in the process.

Farmers who have paid an accreditation fee to CKC obtain a preliminary certificate and receive a
"Handbook of good growing practices."   These fees pay for the CKC administration.  Processors will
pay the testing bills.

CKC plans to seek accreditation from the new Belgian Food Safety Agency on the short term and aims to
become EUREPGAP accepted in a few years time. EUREPGAP is the quality control certification body
for good agricultural practices (GAP) from EUREP (Euro Retailer ProduceWorking Group)
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Comments:

Vegetable prices at the retail level are not expected to increase due to this system.  Farmers and
processors will share most of the costs of this system.  We think that overall costs from improving quality
and thus consumer protection and satisfaction, will reduce profit margins for producer and processor.


